RUTHENIAN    PEASANTS   RESTING    FROM   THEIR   TASK   OF    HOEING   THE   ROUGH   CARPATHIAN    HILLSIDES
Hospitable, hard-working, honest, are epithets of which the Ruthenians are justly deserving.   The older generation retain many quaint customs;  when meeting
the K gentry " they bow profoundly, uttering a blessing or prayer, kissing the hand of a lady, or, failing that, her skirt.   Ceremonial likewise exists among the members
of their own class. One form of salutation is truly fantastic :   " May you live a thousand years I " and the peasant thus addressed must give the regulation reply :
" And may you come to my funeral! "    It is clear that the advantage lies with him who speaks first
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